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INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


Many of the institutions, mores and values of modern societies are grounded in 
religious traditions of the world. Through religions, humans have variously 
attempted to connect their life patterns with some ultimate view of reality. 

To understand diverse cultures of the world, it is important to try to comprehend 
the religious traditions which inform them. 


The Department of Religion offers a variety of courses in the areas of world 
religions, ethical issues and religions and cultures. We offer introductory 
courses in World Religions, the History of Judaism and Understanding Religion. 
We also have courses that focus on particular religious traditions (Modern 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism) and on particular topics 
(Religion and Art in China and Japan, Major Psychological Theories of Religion, 
Religion and Healing, Women and Religion). 


In addition to the undergraduate majors and honours programs in Religion and in 
Judaic Studies, and joint majors and honours programs, the Department of Religion 
offers several graduate programs: a Diploma in Theological, Religious and 
Ethical Studies (together with the Philosophy and Theology Departments), an 

M.A. in the History and Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. in Judaic Studies, and 

a Ph.D. in Religion in which students focus either on Comparative Ethics or 
Judaism. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The Department believes that every Major or Honours student in Religion should 
possess, at time of graduation, a knowledge of at least two major religious 
traditions. For example, the student who is pursuing a Major in Judaic Studies 
should take at least one or two courses in a religious tradition other than 
Judaism. This basic principle reinforces the emphasis upon the centrality of 

the discipline of the History of Religions. A particular religious tradition 

can be best understood in the context of the general religious history of mankind. 


EDUCATIONAL FUNCTION 


University education has an important social function independent of the relation 
of particular subjects to the job market. In the complex and changing culture of 
our society, it is often no longer possible or necessary to tie at least the 
first university degree to vocational training. The Department of Religion then, 
sees its prime function in this broader context of education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in Religion could prepare the under- 
graduate for further education leading to teaching in religion at the high school, 
CEGEP or university level. A bachelors degree in Religion could also be of 
benefit for undergraduates who plan careers in social work, law, civil service and 
other fields for which a Humanities education is needed. 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 


Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the student in Religion with the 
highest grade-point average. The award is named after the first chairman of 
the Department of Religion at Sir George Williams University. 


THE JANIE COOPER MEMORIAL LECTURE IN JUDAIC STUDIES 
Each year a prominent scholar in Judaic Studies comes to Concordia to deliver a 


lecture. The lectureship was endowed in memory of a former Judaic Studies student 
at Concordia by her husband, Howard Cooper. 


FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. All hold degrees from universities 
and/or schools of advanced studies that represent the best academic centers for 
the study of religion in Canada, the United States, Great Britain and Europe. 
Several have published books that have made a contribution to their particular 
fields of study; all have published in learned journals and have given papers 

at learned societies. They have also won the reputation among their students for 
being good teachers, concerned about the quality of instruction at Concordia 
University, as well as for being a faculty that is "available" and is committed 
to the development of a more meaningful student life. 


FULL TIME FACULTY 


Professors Chairman 
Charles Davis, S.T.L. (Gregorian, Rome) Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. 
Michel Despland, Th.D. (Harvard) (Brown) 


Sheila McDonough, Ph.D. (McGil1) 


Associate Professors 


Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 

David Miller, Ph.D. (Harvard) 

Micnael Oppenheim, Ph.D. (University of California, Santa Barbara) 
John Rossner, Ph.D. (Heed) 


Assistant Professors Special Visiting Scholar 

Ira Robinson, Ph.D. (Harvard) G. Ellinson, Professor Bar Ilan 
Lynn Teskey, D.Phil. (Oxford) University, Israel. 

Lecturers Adjunct Associate Professors 

N. Joseph J.B. Lightman 

H. Joseph D. Rome 


M. Saunders-Oppenheim 


Advisers 


L. Teskey - Undergraduate Religion Students (879-4194) 
M. Oppenheim - Undergraduate Judaic Studies Students (879-7253) 
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Religion C211/3 -AA(6 credits) Thurs. 18:05-20:10 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 


Martha Saunders-Oppenheim, 
Lecturer 


This introductory course in religion will examine various aspects of religious 
life such as myth and symbol, ritual, religious law, prayer and mystical 
experience, social responsibility, self-denial and asceticism. The primary 
source materials for studying the religious life will be autobiographies of 
religious people from different traditions. These will be analyzed according 

to social-scientific models of interpreting religious experience, with particular 
emphasis on psychological theories of religious experience. Some focal points 

of this study will be: 


(a) ways in which being religious differentiates some women and men from others 

(b) differences among the classical interpretations of religious experience 

(c) "self-concepts" which seem to dominate in selected personal documents 

(d) the relationship between religious experience and social change 

(e) the relationship between religious experience and psychological "abnormality" 

(f) ways in which models of religious formation both differ and coalesce in 
eastern and western religious traditions 


Requirements : 

It is essential that students follow the readings. Class discussion will be the 
parimary method of investigation and requires the active participation of all. 
Term paper and examinations to be announced. 


Book List: 
F. Streng, Understanding Religious Life 


M. Gandhi, Autobiograph 

Erik Erikson, Gandhi's Truth 

St. Teresa of Avila, The Life of Teresa of Jesus 
Malcolm X, Autobiography 

Dorothy Day, The Long Loneliness 


Additional xeroxed autobiographical selections to be assigned. 


Religion C213/3 -AA (6 credits) Tues. 20:25-22:30 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 


Professor Lynn Teskey 

An introduction to the variety of forms that human religious life has taken 
from the stone age to the present. The major traditions of Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam will be considered as well as more ancient 


cultures. The aim is to grasp something of the patterns and tensions character- 
istic of religious life. 


Requirements : 
Two research papers and two exams. 


Book List: 


Robert Elwood, Many Peoples, Many Faiths 


-4- aii 
Religion C222/3 - AA (6 credits) Mon. 18:05-20:10 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM: AN HISTORICAL 
SURVEY OF JUDAISM FROM THE BIBLICAL AGE TO THE 


MODERN PERIOD 


Professors Ira Robinson and Michael Oppenheim 


Does an historical survey of the religion of the Jewish people allow us to speak 
of a phenomenon called "Judaism" or must we rather talk of several "Judaisms?" 
This is the central problem addressed in the course. In our attempt to answer 
the question, we will examine the history and thought of the Jews from biblical 
to modern times. We will be interested in observing both continuities and new 
developments in Jewish history. We will likewise pay close attention to deve lop- 
ments in non-Judaic civilizations which paralleled developments in contemporary 
Judaism or caused it to respond in new directions. 


Requirements : 


1. Active participation in class discussions 
2. Two short papers (5-10 pages) - one each term 
3. Two take-home examinations - one each term 


Book List: 


The following textbooks will be used extensively in the course and should be 
purchased. 


J. Goldin (ed.) The Jewish Expression (Yale U. Press) 
J. Neusner (ed.), Understanding Rabbinic Judaism (KTAV) 


R. Seltzer, Jewish People, Jewish Thought (MacMillan) 
Other readings will be made available in the Norris Library Reserves or in xerox 


form. 


Religion C301/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 13:15-14:30 
THE HEBREW BIBLE 


Professor Jack Lightstone 


The Hebrew Bible represents a 'party' document; that is, it speaks for the policies 
and world-view of a particular group among the Ancient Israelites, offering its 
ideology against competing conceptions and definitions. This course will 

introduce students to the Scriptures of Ancient Judaism; we locate its content 

and the literary processes which produced the bible within the social and 
historical contexts of Ancient Israelite culture. Of interest too will be the 

role these documents themselves played in the various definitions and redefinitions 
of the Israelite world during this period. 


Requirements : 


In addition to participating in class and completion of assigned readings, 
students will submit (take-home) mid-term and final examinations. 


Book List: 


The Oxford Annotated Bible, with Apocrypha (if no Bible already is owned) 
J. Kenneth Kuntz, People of Ancient Israel, (N.Y.: Harper and Row, 1974) 


Religion C302/4-A (3 credits) M.W. 13:15-14:30 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 


Professor Michel Despland 


An introduction to the methods and results of contemporary New Testament 
scholarship; a critical survey of New Testament literature considering historical 
setting, history of text, religious and cultural significance. Attention is 
given to the central issues and concepts portrayed in the Synoptic, Johannine 

and Pauline writings and their importance in the subsequent development of the 
Western religious tradition. 

To this I add that in reading the New Testament you may perhaps hear the gospel, 
which being good news, is that which answers the most important question. It is, 
of course, impossible to see this unless one has first come to ask the question. 
The course will teach a variety of ways of looking at the New Testament in order 


to learn all kinds of serious things, all of which may miss the question. The 
ways of looking can be taught; the question cannot. 


Requirements : 

In-class examination; final exam 

Book List: 

R.A. Spivey & D.M. Smith, Anatomy of the New Testament: A Guide to its Structure 
The Bible Tne New English Bivie or the Revised Standard Version). 


Religion C313/3 - AA (6 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
ISLAM 


Professor Sheila McDonough 

The life of the Prophet Muhammad and the teaching of the Qur'an will be dealt 
with as an illuminating instance of charisma in action. The history of Islam will 
be dealt with thematically, i.e. the interactions of the Semitic and the Greek, 


and the impulses to order and to revolution. Islamic mystical poetry will be 
analyzed. The main characteristics of modernism will be discussed. 


Requirements : 


One in-class examination on the Qur'an. One term paper and one final take- 
home examination. 


Religion C315/4 - A (3 credits) W.F. 11:45-13:00 
MAHAYANA BUDDHISM 

Professor to be Announced 

A study of the Mahayana Buddhist vision of the ideal life. Principal topics will 
include the scriptures in which this vision is articulated, the philosophy through 


which it is systematized, the ethical and meditative practices through which it 
May be realized, and the eventual state of Buddhahood. 


Requirements : 
To be Announced 
Book List: 


To be Announced 


Religion C316/2-A (3 credits) W.F. 11:45-13:00 
CHINESE RELIGION 


Professor Sheila McDonough 
The ethical and the mystical aspects of Chinese traditional thought as 


exemplified in the works of Confucius and Lao Tzu will be studied in the context 
of the historical development of Chinese culture and institutions. 


Requirements : 


One term paper and one take-home exam. 


Book List: 


W.T. de Bary, Sources of Chinese Tradition. 


Religion C326/2-AA (3 credits) Wed. 18:05-20:10 
CLASSICAL JUDAISM 


Professor G. Ellinson 
(Special Visiting Scholar from Israel) 


The concepts, institutions and literature of classical rabbinic Judaism 

(circa 70-700C.E.) viewed against rabbinism's biblical and pharisaic background 
and in the context of the world of Late Antiquity. The course will examine 

the development of rabbinic systems of thought and law as preserved primarily 
in the Mishnah and the Talmud. Consideration will be given as well to popular 
rabbinic beliefs and practices and to early rabbinic mysticism. 


Requirements : 


To be Announced. 
Book List: 


To be Announced. 


Bi 


Religion C328/2 - ZA (3 credits) Tues. 18:30-20:30 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS I Saidye Bronfman Centre 


Professor Michael Oppenheim 


This course will explore the beginnings of the confrontation of the Jewish people 
with the modern world. We will study the first one hundred years of the entry 

of Jews into Western society and culture. Topics that will be examined include: 
the promise and the reality of Emancipation, the Jewish reaction to the new status, 
the ways that Jewish life and institutions were altered by this process, and the 
ways that Jewish thinkers sought to combine continuity to the past with openness 

to the new situation. 


Requirements : 


The course syllabus, with weekly readings, will be handed out at the first class. 
It is essential that students follow the readings for each week. Class discussion 
will be the primary method of investigation and significant progress will be made 
only through the active participation of all. There will be a term paper and a 
take-home examination at the end of the term. For the term paper students will 
be asked to explore through their own research one of the issues or problems 

that arose in class discussion and reading. The paper should be approximately 
ten to fifteen typed pages, and a list of suggested subjects as well as a more 
detailed statement of the assignment will be handed out during the first few 
weeks. The final grade will be determined by adding together the grades of 

the paper (30%), and the exam (50%), and class participation (20%). 


Book List: 


J. Katz, Out of the Ghetto 
M. Meyer, Origins of the Modern Jew 
H. Sachar, The Course of Modern Jewish History 


Religion C330/4 - ZA (3 credits) Tues. 18:30-20:30 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS II Saidye Bronfman Centre 


Professor Michael Oppenheim 


This term the class will focus on both the continuing challenges to Jewish 

life and thought brought on by the Emancipation and on the new events and 
developments that dramatically effected the course of modern Jewish history. 
Jewish life and thought in Eastern Europe, Western Europe, North America and 

the reborn nation of Israel will be explored. Finally, the ways that significant 
modern Jewish thinkers reacted to both the ongoing problems and to the new 
challenges will be examined. 


Requirements : 


The course syllabus, with weekly readings, will be handed out at the first class. 
It is essential that students follow the readings for each week. Class discussion 
will be the primary method of investigation and significant progress will be made 
only through the active participation of all. There will be a term paper and a 
take-home examination at the end of the term. For the term paper students will be 
asked to explore through their own research one of the issues or problems that 
arose in class discussion and reading. The paper should be approximately ten to 
fifteen typed pages, and a list of suggested subjects as well as a more detailed 
statement of the assignment will be handed out during the first few weeks. The 
final grade will be determined by adding together the grades of the paper (30%), 
the exam (50%), and class participation (20%). 


Book List: 


N. Glatzer, Franz Rosenzweig: His Life and Thought 
A. Hertzberg, The Zionist Idea 


h 
H. Sachar, The Course of Modern Jewish History 


Religion C333/2 -A (3 credits) T.Th. 10:15-11:30 
WOMEN AND RELIGION I 


Norma Joseph, Lecturer 


This course will outline the complex interrelationship between religion and 
sexuality. In analyzing the image of women and their role in the religious 
system, we will concentrate on tribal and pre-industrial societies. Topics 

such as the place and function of women in myth and ritual, the matriarchy debate 
and female "rites of passage", will be discussed. 


Requirements : 


One research paper 
One exam 


Book List: 


Nancy Falk and Rita M. Gross eds., Unspoken Worlds: Women's Religious Lives in 
Non-Western Cultures. 

Carol Christ and Judith Plaskow eds., Womanspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader in 
Religion. 


Religion C334/4 - A (3 credits) T.Th. 10:15-11:30 
WOMEN AND RELIGION II 


Martha Saunders-Oppenheim, 
Lecturer 


The focus of the course will be on women in Judaism and Christianity, with 3 
weeks on women in Biblical Judaism and the remainder of the course on women in 
Christianity. Woman's nature and roles according to each of these two traditions 
will be examined from both theological and historical perspectives. Topics to be 
discussed will include women in the Bible, marriage, and sexuality, ordination 
of women to the ministry, and contemporary feminist theology. 


Requirements : 
Two short papers and a final take-home examination. 


Book List: 


Rosemary Ruether, Religion and Sexism 
R. Ruether and E. McLaughlin, eds., Women of Spirit 


ale 


Religion C351/4 -AA (3 credits) Wed. 18:05-20:10 
JUDAISM IN THE HELLENISTIC AGE 


Professor Jack Lightstone 


An anthropological study of the evidence for Judaic piety and practice in the 
Graeco-Roman world, both in the land of Israel and in the "Diaspora" communities 
throughout the Mediterranean basin. The course examines the distinctive modes of 
Judaism in these two different settings of the Hellenistic world. Of special 
interest is the relationship of these systems of Judaism to their respective social 
contexts - the relationship between belief and ritual, on the one hand, and social 
experience, on the other. Topics include: the native cult in Jerusalem; Jewish 
sects in the Holy Land in the Hellenistic period (such as Pharisaism, the Dead Sea 
Community and earliest Christianity); Jewish 'magic' and Holy Men; cults of the 
dead army Jews; the emergence and role of the synagogue; mysticism and philo- 
soma mysticism in Hellenistic Judaism; the emergence of early Rabbinic 

udaism. 


Requirements : 


Students are expected to participate actively in class and will submit one mid- 
term paper. A final take-home examination will be administered. 


Book List: 


J. aa The Commerce of the Sacred (Chico, California: Scholars Press, 
1984). 


J. Neusner, From Politics to Piety. 
M. Stone , Scriptures, Sects and Visions,(Philadelphia, Fortress Press, 1981). 
E. Myers and F. Strange, Idolatry and the Early Rabbi. 


Religion C354/4 - ZA (3 credits) Tues. 20:30-22:30 
THE MYSTICAL TRADITION IN JUDAISM Saidye Bronfman Centre 


Professor Ira Robinson 


The course will examine the mystical tradition in Judaism from its origins to 
the present. Mysticism is the attempt by man to achieve direct knowledge of 

the truth concerning God and the universe through insight and intuition in a 
way differing from ordinary sense perception or logical reasoning. In dealing 
with the various manifestations of Jewish mysticism throughout history we will 
attempt to answer two basic questions. The first is whether there is a 
discernable continuity in Jewish mystical thought from ancient times to the 
present. The second is how the Jewish mystical tradition relates to other 
intellectual trends within Judaism and to mystical trends within other religious 
traditions. 


Requirements : 

An in-class mid-term examination (30% of final grade). 

A take-home final examination (60% of final grade). 

Attendance and participation (10% of final grade). 

Book List: 

David R. Blumenthal, Understanding Jewish Mysticism (N.Y. Ktav, 1978). 

Louis Jacobs, ed. Jewish Mystical Testimonies (N.Y. Schocken, 1977). 

Gershom G. Scholem, Major om in Jewish Mysticism (N.Y. Schocken, 1971). 
. ed. Zohar: the Book of Splendor (N.Y. Schocken, 1963). 
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Religion C357/2-ZA (3 credits) Tues. 20:30-22:30 
HOLOCAUST: HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES Saidye Bronfman Centre 


Professor A. Eliashiv 
This course will examine the historical circumstances that made possible the 
systematic destruction of European Jewry in the years 1933-45 as well as the 


process of destruction and the Jewish and World responses to that destruction. 
Some topics include: genocide, ghettos, resistance, heroism, and moral issues. 


Requirements : 


To be announced at first class. 
Book List: 


To be announced at first class. 


Religion C358/4 - ZA (3 credits) Thurs. 18:30-20:30 
THEOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS ON THE HOLOCAUST Saidye Bronfman Centre 


Rabbi Howard Joseph 
A survey of Jewish and Christian theological responses to the Holocaust 
experience and what it signifies for issues of theology: theodicy - the problem 


of evil; suffering; the chosenness of Israel; Providence; and the concept of 
God and his relation to the course of human events. 


Requirements : 


To be announced. 
Book List: 


To be announced. 
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Religion C370/3 - A (6 credits) T.Th. 11:45-13:00 
DEATH AND DYING 


Professor Charles Davis 


The objectives of the course are to stimulate and inform reflection on the many- 
faceted problem of death, to make available to students the resources of the 
great religious traditions in dealing with the problem of death and to guide 
students in forming their own personal conception of death. 


In accord with its objectives, the course will proceed on three levels, rep- 
resented by the following three themes: 1) Death in the Great Tradition; 

2) Current Problems of Death; 3) Forming a Personal Conception of Death. These 
three themes will not be treated successively, but will be interwoven, so that 
a class on Forming a Personal Solution will be followed by one on Current 
Problems and that in turn by one on Death in the Great Traditions. In that way, 
it is hoped that the three themes will fructify one another. 


Requirements: One term paper and one take-home exam each semester. 


Book List: 


S.G. Wilcox and M. Sutton, Understanding Death and Dying: An Interdisciplinary 
A 


pproach 
E. Mansell Pattison, The Experience of Dying 
E. Kubler-Ross, On Death and Dying 
Colin Murray Parkes, Bereavement: Studies in Grief in Adult Life 
Dale V. Hardt, Death: The Final Frontier 
Lloyd R. Bailey, Sr., Biblical Perspectives on Death 
The Tibetan Book of the Dead, trans. by Francisca Freemantle 
Maurice Lamm, The Jewish Way in Death and Mourning 
John Hick, Death and Eternal Life 
Hans Kung, Eternal Life? Life After Death as a Medical, Philosophical and_ 


Theological Problem 


Religion C371/2 - AA (3 credits) Mon. 20:25-22:30 
RELIGION AND HEALING 


Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the interaction between religious conceptions and practices on 
the one hand and healing arts on the other. The course considers such phenomena 
as: shamanism; healing and Christian shrines; native healing rites, folk medicine 
of the third world, modern spiritual healing groups; the contemporary dialogue 
between established forms of medicine, psychiatry and religion in the 20th century. 


Requirements : 


Regular class attendance and participation, suggested readings, one term research 
project and one final exam. 


Book List: 


The following selected bibliography represents recommended reading, but not 
required texts: 


Walter Addison Jayne, M.D., Healing Gods of Ancient Civilization 
George W. Meek, Healers and The Healing Process 

Stanley R. Dean, M.D., Psychiatry and Mysticism 

Harry Edwards, The Healing Intelligence 


Nicholas Regush, Psi Healing 
Ambrose & Olga Worrall, The Miracle Healers 


Norman Shealey, M.D., Occult Medicine Can Save Your Life 


Religion C373/2 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
COMPARATIVE MYSTICISM 


Professor John Rossner 

This course will introduce students to the study of mysticism and mystical 
experience using materials drawn from a wide range of cultural and religious 
sources, East & West, in ancient and modern times, in various religious and 
cultural settings. 

Emphasis will be placed upon apparently constant characteristics of mysticism in 
transcultural perspective, the basic types of mystical experience,...the stages 


of mystical development, and its effects upon value systems and paradigms, in 
religion, society, philosophy, and science. 


Requirements : 

To be announced. 

Book List: 

To be announced. 

Religion C377/4 - AA (3 credits) Mon. 20:25-22:30 
RELIGION AND OCCULT IDEAS IN MODERN HISTORY 

Professor John Rossner 

An examination of the basic ideas and cultural impact of occult traditions in the 
modern period from the so-called "Rosicrucian Enlightenment" in the 16th and 17th 
centuries, as described by Frances Yates, to the 19th and 20th century resurgence 


of occult themes in what Robert Elwood has called “an alternative reality tradition 
in the West". 


Requirements : 


Regular class attendance and participation, suggested readings, one term research 
project and one final exam. 


Book List: 


The following selected bibliography represents recommended reading, but not 
required texts. 


Colin Wilson, The Occult: A Histor: 

Alta J. La Dage, Occult Psychology 

Dane Rudhyar, Occult Preparations for a New A 

H. Blavatsky, An Abridgement of The Secret Doctrine 


Francis Yates, The Rosicrucian Enlightenment 
Geddes McGregor, Gnosis: A Renaissance in Christian Humanism 


R, Elwood, Jr., Religious and Spiritual Groups in Modern America 
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Religion C389/4 - a credits) 4 Mon. 18:30-20:30 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN COMPARATIVE RELIGIOUS ETHICS: Sai 
Jewish Family Ethics aidye Bronfman Centre 


Professor G. Ellison 
(Special Visiting Scholar from Israel) 


An examination of the character and evolution within Judaism of norms and values 
informing Jewish Family Life through the ages. Attention will be paid not only 
to the function of these norms and values in governing the relationship among 
members of the family but also to their role within, and relationship to, the 
larger Judaic systems of which they are a part. Topics will include: marriage, 
divorce, authority, parental and filial responsibility, aging, death and 
bereavement, sexuality, economic functions of the family, socialization, family 
ritual. 


Requirements : 


Students will submit a mid-term paper and complete a final take-home examination. 


Book List: (These are recommended only) 


M, Lam, Jewish Way in Love and Marriage 
L. Feldman, Marriage and Birth Control in Jewish Law 
G. Blitstein, "Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother" 


Religion C391/4 - AA (3 credits) Mon. 18:05-20:10 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN THE HISTORY OF RELIGIONS: 
Hinduism: Emphasis on Schools of Yoga and Vedanta 


This course will introduce students to the historical development of the Hindu 
tradition and its major religious and philosophical components, with special 
emphasis on the schools of Yoga and Vedanta. 

Emphasis wil] be placed on: (1) understanding the Eight Limbs (Ashtanga) of Yoga 
as delineated in the Yoga Sutras of Patanjali, together with the psychology and 
cosmology of classical yoga systems as exegeted by its major exponents and 12 
understanding the modified Advaita Vedanta position of Shankaracharya, and (3) 


the implications of such concepts for an East-West psychology of religion in the 
contemporary confluence of Hinduism with the elements of Western culture. 


Requirements : 
To be announced 
Book List: 


To be announced. 
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Religion C393/2 - A (3 credits) Mon. 9:30-12:00 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN RELIGION AND CULTURE: 
Women in Judaism: The Theory and Practice of Religion 


Norma Joseph, Lecturer 

This course will analyze the position of women in Judaism according to its 
principles and practices. By separating the issues and examining the established 
ritual and ceremonies as well as the institutional roles, we will try to locate 


the "proper" place of women, and the possibilities for a feminist confrontation 
and/or compromise within tradition. 


Requirements : 

To be announced. 

Book List: 

To be announced. 

Religion C395/2 - ZA (3 credits) Th. 18:30-20:30 

The Praphets and Progheg? im Ancient Tsiou} Satdyai Anantara en 
Rabbi Howard Joseph 

A study of the second section of the Hebrew Bible called "The Prophets". Special 
attention will be given to determining the role of the prophets in their various 


social settings as well as the prophetic view of Israel's history and religion 
as well as their impact upon it and the rest of Biblical literature. 


Religion €397/2 - ZA (3 credits) Th. 20:30-22:30 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN MEDIEVAL JUDAISM: Saidye Bronfman Centre 
Introduction to Jewish Theology 

Rabbi Howard Joseph 

An analysis of the principal tenets of Judaism as they were formulated in 

the Middle Ages and the challenges to them posed by modern thought. The course 


will be structured according to the 13 principles of faith originally formulated 
by Moses Maimonides. 


Requirements : 
To be announced. 
Book List: 


To be announced. 


-15- 


Religion C398/2 - ZA (3 credits) Mon. 18:30-20:30 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN MODERN JUDAISM: Saidye Bronfman Centre 
Secularity vs. Religion in Contemporary Israeli 

Society" 


Professor G. Ellinson 
(Special Visiting Scholar from Israel) 


This course will explore the nature of the conflict, or at least the tension, 
between those Israelis who define themselves as secular Jews and those who 

define themselves as religious Jews. We will begin by examining the history of 
the issue of secularity vs. religion within the Zionist movement. We will then 
examine the social, cultural, and political context for the current conflict in 
Israel. The positions of some of the leading spokesmen for each side will be 
discussed. We will conclude by looking at newly emerging trends and possibilities 
for the future that might lead to a more positive understanding and relationship 
between the two groups. 


Religion C398/4 - ZA (3 credits) Th. 20:30-22:30 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN MODERN JUDAISM: Saidye Bronfman Centre 
Orthodox Judaism in Modern Times 


Rabbi Howard Joseph 


This course will examine the origins, history and complexity of Orthodox Judaism. 
We will attempt to understand the diversity of phenomena with which Orthodoxy 
concerns itself as well as the variety of viewpoints that are considered to be 
within the parameters of this group. 


Of special importance will be the views of Orthodoxy on the major challenges of 
the modern age. In post-Emancipation times Jews have focussed much attention and 
debate on several key concerns - the essence of Judaism; who is a Jew?; the value 
and relevance of Judaism to modern life; continuity with Jewish tradition; 
legitimate authority in the community. These concerns have expressed themselves 
in discussions of various issues: secular studies, Zionism, relations with non- 
observant Jews, relations with Gentiles, etc... 


In addition to the required readings, students should consult the relevant list- 
ings in the Encyclopedia Judaica. Students who have not taken Modern Judaism I 


and II should read Tradition and Crisis by Jacob Katz for important background 
material. 


Requirements : 
To be announced. 
Book List: 


Hirsh, S.R., The Nineteen Letters of Ben Uzziel 
Selected Readings. 


-16- 
Religion C398/4 - A (3 credits) Mon. 9:30-12 noon 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN MODERN JUDAISM: 
Israeli Woman: Myth and Reality 
Norma Joseph, Lecturer 
Israeli's often pride themselves on their state's progressive attitude toward 
women. Feminists claim that the battle has not yet begun. This course will 


examine the place of women in Israeli society: the image and the reality. 
It will trace the legal and social developments since the turn of the century. 


Requirements : 
To be announced 
Book List: 


To be announced 


